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and wielded a saw and an axe to prepare wood for the schools., the hospitals,,
the homes of Moscow and other cities,

Hardly a task related to national defence but Pvussian women are per-
forming with no less success than men.

Women are hunters and farmers, coal miners and steel workers, welders'
and locksmiths, masons and carpenters, mechanics and chauffeurs, painters
and plumbers, railbuilders and lumbermen, sailors and aviators. - They are
not only in the rear but at the front. They are snipers and guerrillas,,
among the best-in the country. They are army telegraphers and telephone
operators. They operate anti-aircraft guns, machine-guns, artillery batteries.
There would be regiments, divisions, armies of them in the fighting forces-
if the government would accept them as fighters. They are wanting,
neither in energy nor in aptitude, neither in courage nor in self-sacrifice.

The drama of their work and their life we shall glimpse from the stories.
of Russian war girls I have known or of whom I have heard and read.